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Living THE

ham life

High 81
Low  57

Mostly sunny CHARLOTTE SUN

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

Even as a kid, Glenn Tuttle knew he 
was a radio man.

“I was always interested in law 
enforcement. I used to listen to 
the local police department (radio 
scanner),” Tuttle said. “I think that was 
the beginning of my love affair with 
radios.”

Tuttle, 68, is now a retired FBI 
agent living in Punta Gorda Isles, 
and amateur radio is much more 
than just a hobby for him and other 

broadcasters like him who make up 
the ham community in Southwest 
Florida.

There are three amateur radio clubs 
in Charlotte County: the Peace River 
Radio Association, the Englewood 
Amateur Radio Society and the 
Charlotte Amateur Radio Club.

“This is the only hobby you can 
(pick up) when you’re 8 years old and 
do it until your 98 … or older,” said 
Ronnie Farley, call sign KG4QIV and 
president of PRRA.

There are over 30 amateur radio 
clubs in Southwest Florida and 

surrounding areas with almost 
800 registered hams in the Federal 
Communications Commission 
database for Charlotte County, not 
including seasonal residents.

Hams are licensed and monitored 
by the FCC.

There are different classes of 
licenses for ham operators ranging 
from basic to expert. More advanced 
licenses allow for additional operating 
privileges such as more frequency 
bands and power. Each license 
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GRAB YOUR PEANUTS, BASEBALL SEASON IS HERE!
The Tampa Bay Rays opened their season against the Houston Astros on Thursday at Tropicana Field.
See Sports for the full story.
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By ELIZABETH KOH
TAMPA BAY TIMES

TALLAHASSEE — When lawmakers gave 
more than $69 million in mental health to 
school districts after the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas shooting, many cast the funding as a 
way to help prevent future mass shootings and 
identify troubled students who needed help.

But there was little discussion while crafting 
the bill — and no mention in the fi nal 105 
pages of legislation — that specifi cally directed 
schools to consider suicide prevention efforts, 
the most pressing mental health challenge 
facing a generation and the second-leading 
cause of death for young people under 35.

As Parkland continues to be rocked by a 
pair of recent suicides tied to the trauma of 
last year’s shooting, a Times/Herald review 
shows that though school districts outlined 
spending those mental health dollars to hire 
hundreds of counselors, therapists and other 
mental health personnel, only a handful of 
plans explicitly fl agged suicide prevention 
programs as a central focus. Seventeen of the 
67 counties’ plans didn’t mention suicide or 
suicide prevention at all.

That has raised questions about how 
well-resourced schools are to address existing 
mental health issues and, in Parkland’s case, 
combat the widespread trauma that still 
lingers after last year’s tragedy.

Powerful advocates in Broward County — 
including former Broward state representative 
and current state emergency director Jared 
Moskowitz — have called on lawmakers to 
more directly address suicide prevention after 
the deaths in Parkland and revisit last year’s 
funding. Those calls are also being raised as 
the House and Senate begin grappling with 
whether to retain the existing mental health 
assistance allocation or increase it by more 
than $30 million, respectively.

At least some legislative leaders are already 
acknowledging they may need to add to last 
year’s efforts.

“I think that when you’re in a crisis and 
you’re in an event, you’re focused on the 
event and making sure those immediate 
needs are being met,”said state Sen. Lauren 
Book, D-Plantation, who helped shepherd 
through last year’s Parkland bill and supports 
additional resources for suicide prevention. “I 
don’t think you can ever fully anticipate what 
the ripple and continuing effects are.”

“I think that we’re navigating in a really 
diffi cult time,” she added, nodding to a 
high projected state budget, which is being 
squeezed by costs like Hurricane Michael 
recovery. “But we do need to be providing 
those services.”

Few school 
districts focused on 
suicide prevention 

programs
Florida spent $69 million 

on mental health after 
Parkland but didn’t 

mention suicide

AP PHOTO BY AL DIAZ

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High students Victoria 
Gonzalez and Liam Kiernan embrace at a memorial in 
front of the school Feb. 14, the one-year anniversary of 
the shooting deaths of 17 people in Parkland. 

Local radio operators offer ‘safety net’ in a digital world

Amateur radio operator Glenn Tuttle stands by his radio tower in Punta 
Gorda Isles.

Amateur radio operator David Boland works on his home 
rig in Burnt Store Isles.

Amateur radio operator Gary Skillicorn scans for broad-
casts to listen in on.

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

In the past, it was necessary for amateur radio 
operators to learn Morse code. That is no longer the 
case for certifi cation with the Federal Communications 
Commission.

Ham radio operator Ronnie Farley works with his repeater 
radio at his house in Punta Gorda Isles.

By TOM HARMENING
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — A 
registered sexual predator 
wanted by police apparently 
fi lled out paperwork in 
Sarasota for permission to 
leave the state minutes before 
North Port authorities raided 

his home Wednesday.
Timothy Rice, 41, may be 

headed to Springs, Texas, 
where he lived before moving 
to North Port, authorities said 
Thursday afternoon.

Police had obtained an 
arrest warrant stemming 
from an incident with 
children in a swimming pool 

in North Port in October.
Sarasota County Sheriff’s 

offi cials were apparently not 
aware of the arrest warrant 
until after Rice had left their 
offi ce.

On Thursday afternoon, a 
spokesperson for the Sarasota 

HAM | 11SUICIDE | 7

Wanted sexual predator 
slips through cracks

Timothy Rice accused of pool incidents involving children in Englewood, North Port

PREDATOR | 5 RICE
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requires a written exam 
dealing with electronics, 
operating standards and 
federal regulations.

“When Charlotte County 
activates the Emergency 
Operations Center for a 
hurricane, amateur radio 
operators are called upon 
to man radios that connect 
our operations center 
with shelters, hospitals, 
and other EOCs,” said 
Gerard Mallet, the county’s 
emergency management 
director.

While the county 
uses many forms of 
communications — 
landline, cell, satellite 
phones and government 
radio systems — Mallet 
said amateur radio can fill 
the gap if those fail.

Ham is a safety net 
of communications

“(Ham radio) is 
often our safety net of 
communications when 
all other services fail 
due to weather or other 
disasters,” Tuttle said, who 
operates under the call 
name KPK.

Amateur radio, or ham 
radio, operators use a 
radio frequency spectrum 
for the non-commercial 
exchange of messages, 
wireless experimentation, 
self-training, private 
recreation, radio-sport, 
contesting and emergency 
communication.

“If communications 
were to shut down for 
any reason such as 
during a hurricane, then 
high frequency or other 
radio services would be 
what people relied on to 
communicate with the 
police, the fire department, 
the Red Cross, FEMA, etc.,” 
Tuttle said. “I’m involved 
with a total different area 
— the marine safety angle 
and also the Department 
of Homeland Security 
SHARES program.”

The SHAred RESources 
(SHARES) HF Radio 
program provides an 
additional way for users 
with a national security or 
emergency preparedness 
mission to communicate 
when landline and cellular 
communications are 
unavailable. Tuttle also 
represents the Seven Seas 
Cruising Association, 
which is “the largest and 
oldest association” of full-
time sailors in the United 
States.

With his tower, Tuttle 
can operate on maritime 
high-frequency radio 
bands. These allow him to 
keep in touch with boats 
and ships around the 
world, especially in the 
Caribbean.

“We’re like a radio 
lighthouse,” Tuttle said. 
“Every day I speak to 
boats all throughout the 
Caribbean to take reports 
of security incidents and to 
keep the yachts apprised 
in the areas where trouble 
has been. The SSCA is 
in a partnership with 
the Caribbean Safety 
and Security Net, who 
monitors the safety and 
security of yachts in the 
Caribbean.”

Glenn and his wife 
Eddie, 69, who is also 
a retired FBI agent, 
broadcast at the same 
time every morning on 
the same frequency and 
said he has had extensive 
media coverage regarding 
his broadcasts. They 
operate through a 68-foot 
antenna.

Ham in case 
of emergency

“Let’s say another 
Hurricane Charley comes 
in, then the amateur radio 
operators here can provide 
communications outside 
of the disaster area,” said 
Tom Chance, 59, who is 
working with the Charlotte 
County Emergency 
Operations Center and 
other local amateur radio 
operators in the area to 
develop a program for 
emergency response.

Chance started working 
with amateur radio when 
he was 12. His call sign is 
K9XV.

“Counties want to be 
sure amateur operators 
are trained and can 
protect us. As time has 
moved on since 9-11, the 
training requirements have 
become more rigorous.”

Some of that training 
involves working with 
FEMA and how they with 
the county operate during 
emergency situations.

“The other program is 
called CERT and that is 
how you handle a disaster 
situation,” Chance said. 
“The more trained and 
more integrated within 
the emergency system 
you are, the better. Part of 
this is also security where 
they want people trained 
and certified as opposed 
to some radio amateur 
coming off the street.”

A lifetime hobby
Dave Boland, 80, lives 

in Burnt Store Isles and 
broadcasts as W9NWY. He 
also broadcasts as AFA4ZT 
as part of the U.S. Air Force 
Military Auxiliary Radio 
System program.

“I got my original ham 
license (KN0HZD) in April 
1961 in Kirkwood, MO, 
when I was a freshman 
in college,” Boland said. 
“Originally, (as MARS 
operators) we were 
involved more in health 
and welfare type messages, 
as well as assisting in 
disaster communications. 
Now, MARS is involved 
assisting Home Land 
Security and assisting 
DOD as requested.”

MARS is a U.S. 
Department of Defense 
program established 

to support military 
communications. It is 
managed and operated by 
the U.S. Army and the Air 
Force.

Boland has been 
licensed with the MARS 
program since 1965. He 
conducts daily “on-air 
training nets” twice a day. 
All traffic messages passed 
over the airways are 
encrypted so they can’t be 
read by the general public.

To become a MARS 
member, you must first 
be a licensed amateur 
radio operator who has 
a radio that allows them 
to operate on specific 
frequencies. The applicant 
also needs to be able to 
operate on digital modes.

Boland’s antenna is 50 
feet tall. Under the U.S. 
Air Force MARS Region 
4, Boland broadcasts in 
Alabama, Florida, Puerto 
Rico, Virgin Islands, 
Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North and 
South Carolinas and 
Tennessee.

Ham can lead to 
lasting friendships

Gary Skillicorn, 72, of 
Punta Gorda Isles, got the 
radio itch when he was 14.

“I had a friend whose 
father was a ham. 

Especially before the 
days of Internet and cell 
phones, to communicate 
around the world via 
radio was a marvelous 
experience. To learn 
(Morse) code and the 
necessary theory to get a 
license was a significant 
accomplishment.”

Skillicorn broadcasts 
several times a week 
through a 32-foot vertical 
pole attached to his dock 
with a wire between two 
palm trees.

“Although (it’s 
a) modest setup, 
connecting with other 
hams around the world 
is common place on 
voice and Morse code,” 
Skillicorn said. “In the 
earlier days, my claim 
to fame was to connect 
my radio gear to the 
telephone system to allow 
U.S. Navy sailors talk with 
their family while at sea 
for months at a time.”

That’s called a “Phone 
Patch,” according to 
Skillicorn.

“Satellites now provide 
that service,” Skillicorn 
said.

As a hobby, operators 
often have conversations 
with other hams at a 
local level and places 
around the world as radio 
conditions allow.

“This might be a simple 
greeting or lengthy 
conversations over 
technical or any subject. 
It’s a form of international 
goodwill and can lead 
to lasting friendships,” 
Skillicorn said. “These 
‘conversations’ might also 
be accomplished with 
Morse code or through 
a radio-to-computer 
interface.”

A special 
kind of club

Joining clubs like PRRA 
helps hams continue their 
education on amateur 
radio, according to Farley.

“Continuing education 
is of prime importance 
and networking is also 
important for us,” Farley 
said. “The club forms a 
resource pool from which 
to draw upon during 
emergencies or to meet 
community needs.

“The clubs allow us to 
learn how to work together 
and bring equipment 
from various sources 
(mainly our homes and 
private gear), assemble 
the equipment and get 
it to work together as a 
(large) functioning unit. 
The people also get to 
practice working as a team 
and test the endurance of 

both themselves and the 
equipment.”

Farley said most 
emergency deployments, 
such as during hurricanes, 
will last several days to 
weeks. Operators must be 
mobile to cover the needs 
as they would change in an 
evolving emergency.

“Maybe your command 
center gets flooded and 
you need to pick up and 
move to another location,” 
Farley said. “I feel that the 
clubs provide the glue that 
pulls together the amateur 
community and allows 
resources to be directed as 
needed.”

Email: dsutphin@sun-herald.com
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Amateur radio operator Eddie Tuttle shows on a map some 
recent transmissions with boaters in the Gulf of Mexico.

HAM CLUBS AROUND SW FLORIDA
Charlotte:
Charlotte Amateur Radio Society
Englewood Amateur Radio Society
Peace River Radio Association
Desoto:
DeSoto Amateur Radio Club
Hardee:
Hardee ARES Radio Group
Highlands:
Highlands County Amateur Radio
Hillsborough:
American Victory Ship ARC
Baycare Emergency Amateur Radio Service
Brandon Amateur Radio Society
Kings’ Point Amateur Radio Club
Mid Florida DX assoc
Sheriff ’s Tactical Amateur Radio Communications
Sun City Amateur Radio Club
Tampa Amateur Radio Club
Manatee:
Bradenton Amateur Radio Club
Manatee Amateur Radio Club
Pasco
East Pasco Amateur Radio Society
Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club
Suncoast Amateur Radio Club
Zephyrhills Area Amateur Radio Club
Pinellas
Clearwater Amateur Radio Society
Honeywell Emergency Amateur Radio Team (H.E.A.R.T.)
St. Petersburg Amateur Radio Club
The Glorious Society of the Wormhole
Upper Pinellas Amateur Radio Club
Polk:
Lakeland Amateur Radio Club
Lake Wales Repeater Association
Sarasota:
Sarasota Amateur Radio Association
North Port Amateur Radio Club
Sarasota Emergency Radio Club
Tamiami Amateur Radio Club

RADIO FREE 
ENGLEWOOD ON 
THE AIR AGAIN

The Englewood Amateur 
Radio Club will demonstrate 
setup and operation of disaster 
recovery communications 
capability from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday at Lemon Bay Sunrise 
Rotary Park, 1000 S. McCall Road, 
Englewood.

The club will be demonstrate 
Two Meter Repeater and Simplex 
operation for local contacts, as 
well as High Frequency Single 
Sideband communications with 
the world.

The park, formerly known as 
Bay Heights park, is across from 
Gulf Coast Hardware.

For additional informa-
tion, contact James Nelson, 
jim3nelson@yahoo.com, cell 
727-742-6189.

HAM
FROM PAGE 1

We’re like a 
radio lighthouse.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF PUNTA GORDA 

COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY ANNUAL 

FINANCIAL REPORT
All interested parties are hereby notifi ed that the Punta Gorda 
Community Redevelopment Agency has fi led with the State 
of Florida Auditor General’s Offi ce a copy of its Annual 
Status Report and Annual Financial Report highlighting 
projects, programs and CRA fi nances for the fi scal year ending 
September 30, 2018.  Copies of these documents may be 
examined after March 29, 2019, in the Offi ce of the City Clerk, 
City Hall, 326 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, Florida, 
33950, the Punta Gorda Urban Design Division, City Hall 
Annex, 126 Harvey Street, 3rd Floor, Punta Gorda, Florida, 
33950, during regular business hours Monday through Friday 
from 8:00AM to 4:30PM, or may be accessed, after March 29, 
2019 on the City’s website at http://www.ci.punta-gorda.fl .us/
government/community-redevelopment-area

This notice is being published in compliance with the 
requirements of Section 163.356(e)(c) of the Florida Statutes 
governing Community Redevelopment Agencies. 

In accordance with the requirements of title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the City of Punta 
Gorda will not discriminate against qualifi ed individuals with 
disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, 
or activities.   The City of Punta Gorda will generally, upon 
request, provide appropriate aids and services leading to 
effective communication for qualifi ed persons with disabilities 
so they can participate equally in the City of Punta Gorda 
programs, services, and activities, including qualifi ed sign 
language interpreters, documents in Braille, and other ways of 
making information and communications accessible to people 
who have speech, hearing, or vision impairments.  City of 
Punta Gorda, ADA Coordinator, 326 W Marion Avenue, Punta 
Gorda, FL 33950; Email:  ada@CityofPuntaGordaFL.com; 
Telephone: (941) 575-3320; TTY:  (941) 575-5013; Florida 
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8771 (TTY)
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Bethany L. Walden, Au.D.
American Board Certifi ed 

Doctor of Audiology

Charlotte Hearing Center, Inc.
Central Plaza West

21216 Olean Blvd., Ste. 4 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Phone: (941) 766-8886
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Over 35 Years 
in Practice.
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