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As well as providing a venue for cruisers, marine
businesspeople and friends to get together, MAYAG
circulated survey questionnaires to provide feedback
on Grenada as a yachting location.

“We want to find out more about Grenada’s yacht-
ing clients...”” said Laura Fletcher, Chairman of
MAYAG, *...where they go, how much they spend,
the facilities they use, and what they like and dislike
about Grenada. We have a large summer population
and while we all have ideas about why they are here,
we have no data. This, along with the Grenada Board
of Tourism Survey being conducted at Ports of Entry,
will help us influence government and tourism policy
in the right directions.

“"We hope the occasion creates a friendly and wel-
coming atmosphere o yachts coming to Grenada
and gives cruisers a chance to meet MAYAG mem-
bers who are trying fo improve the industry — we
want everyone visiting our shores o feel at home.”

It's early days in the analysis but a few key factors
have already emerged. Overwhelming in the respons-
es are the two major factors that encourage yachts
to spend fime in Grenada — the hospitality and
friendliness of the welcome they receive from locals,
and the safety of the island.

The survey generated inferest from the Grenada
Broadcasting Network, with a half-hour segment on
Klassic AM devoted to the results of the survey and
the benefits yachting brings to the island. The pre-
senter was particularly surprised by the length of time
yachts and cruisers stay in Grenada. While other tour-
ists stay for a week or maybe fwo, the fact that
yachting visitors often stay for over six months rein-
forces the importance of Grenada, Carriacou and
Petite Martinique offering facilities, services and sup-
port for cruisers.

All boats completing a questionnaire were entered
info a draw, with prizes donated by Island Water
World, Budget Marine and Camper & Nicholson Port
Louis Marina. These were won by yachts Marie
Galante |l, Astarfe and Asseance.

MAYAG would like to thank everyone who took
the time to fill in a questionnaire so willingly and
enthusiastically, and Prickly Bay Marina for hosting
the event. In order to capture a more complete pic-
ture of the yachting population, MAYAG will be
holding similar events at Le Phare Bleu, Port Louis

Marina and Tyrell Bay, Carriacou.

For more information on MAYAG visit www.mayag.org.

New DR Rules Correction
Frank Virgintino reports: There is one correction fo
the changes in procedures for yachts in the

Guard comes with them but stays on the dock. The
announcement published last month indicated that
boats would be boarded if there has been a report of
suspicious activity. That is not the case. All boats are
boarded at this time, which is the way the law is
being implemented.

See complete new clearance rules for
the Dominican Republic at
wwuw.noonsite.com/Members /sue/R2009-07-10-1

Dominican Republic as given in the July issue of
Compass. That is relating to being boarded on arrival.
The intent of the new law is fo have no more than
two officials board a boat on arrival. This is usually M-2
(intelligence) and Department of Drugs. The Coast

Trinidad’s SSCA Station Says Welcome!

Seven Seas Cruising Association members arriving in
Trinidad are invited to visit the official Trinidad SSCA
Cruising Statfion co-hosted by Jesse James (Members
Only Maxi Taxi Service) and Jack Dausend (Boaters’
Enterprise Ltd., publisher of the Boaters” Directory of
Trinidad & Tobago).
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CLEAR SKIEé FORECASTED FOR THIS SAFE HARBOR

Seru Boca Marina, Curagan's finest private harbor, has openings
for dockage. Located outside the hurricane belt in the protected
ish Water Bay, Seru Boca Marina is considened

one of the finest and safest yacht anchorages in the Caribbean.

to assist boaters in docking and leaving the Manna, as
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Visit the SSCA Trinidad Cruising Station Office at
Members Only Maxi Taxi office at Tropical Marine in
Chaguaramas fo find out what is going on in Trinidad

Jesse James and Jack Dausend welcome SSCA
members and non-members alike to Trinidad

relating to SSCA activities; to replace your worn-out
SSCA burgee that has been over-stressed on your
Seven Seas sailing adventure; to get a copy of the
current Caribbean Compass; to pick up a free copy
of the “world’s best” Boaters” Directory of T&T (includ-
ing maps); or just fo say hello. Jesse and Jack would
love fo meet SSCA members, as well as fo welcome
all other cruisers arriving in Trinidad.

For more information contact
Jack.Dausend@Gmail.com.

Learn-To-Swim Programme in Barbados

Norman Faria reports: As many as half of Barbados’s
population of 270,000 people can’t swim and the
government is trying to improve the situation with an

eight-week Learn fo Swim course over the long
school holidays.

Held under the auspices of the National
Conservation Commission (NCC), which oversees the
island’s lifeguard service, the outreach is far-
getting both adults and youngsters. The
instructors are lifeguards. The classes are
held on Carlisle Bay Beach where visiting
yachts anchor, and in Folkstone on the west
coast. The first course (another will fake
place next year) attracted 200 students from
age ten to 65. The participants will also learn
basic beach etiquette such as recognizing
and obeying lifeguard instructions.

In his opening ceremony address on June
15th, NCC chairman Tyrone Lewis conced-
ed, “For a small country like Barbados, we
do not have enough swimmers.” The
Commission’s General Manager Keith
Neblett said that about 40 to 50 percent of
the population is unable to swim properly;
they would drown if they ventured info
deep water.

Mr. Neblett said that the island has a rela-
tively good record in water safety — he
thought that fewer than ten persons died
each year from drowning — and praised the
lifeguard service as being “very significant”.

Cruisers’ Site-ings

Marina ZarPar at Boca Chica in the Dominican
Republic has funded an internet site for the Cruising
Guide to the Dominican Republic written two years
ago by Frank Virgintino and now in its third edition.
The site is www.dominicanrepubliccruisingguide.com.

This is the only guide to the entire Dominican
Republic and it is absolutely free. It is currently offered
free at www.noonsite.com and www.ssca.org (the
Seven Seas Cruising Association has recently named
Marina ZarPar as a Cruising Station), but now can also
be downloaded at www.dominicanrepubliccruising-
guide.com in either English or Spanish. The site will
evolve to include additional supports for those cruising
the Dominican Republic.

Selected Upcoming Events
If you’ve got any steam left after the Carriacou
Regatta Festival, head to Grenada for the culmination

of that island’s very special carnival — Spice Mas 2009
— on August 10th and 11th. Masquerading on the
Monday opens with J'Ouvert, with old-fime costumes,
jab-jabs and more. After J'Ouvert, there is

only a small window for rest and relaxation

before it's off to Monday Nite Mas on the Carenage.
On the Tuesday is the magnificent Parade of

the Bands.

For more information visit
www.spicemasgrenada.com.

In September, check out the Trinidad & Tobago Film
Festival from September 16th through 19th. The event
presents a wide range of films made by Caribbean
and Latfin American people (including those within the
Diaspora), and by international filmmakers whose films
are about the Caribbean and Latin America. Films will
be shown at various venues including MovieTowne in
Port of Spain.

For more information visit
www.frinidadandtobagofilmfestival.com.

The Montserrat Cultural Centre will be the venue of
that island’s first-ever Alliouagana Festival of the
Word Literary Festival, to be held November 13th
through 15th. The festival will feature more than a
dozen prize-winning and internationally recognized
authors. Literary enthusiasts will be treated to a
weekend of presentations, readings and signings by
imporfant authors including Austin Clarke, Merle
Hodge, Rachel Manley, Pauline Melville and
Montserrat’s own novelist and playwright Edgar Nkosi
White. Open-mike sessions coordinated by Professor
Carolyn Cooper, workshops by experienced facilita-
fors including Professor Funso Aiyejina and Cherise
Davis Fisher (editor-in-chief at Plume, the online arts
and culture magazine), storytelling and dramatic
presentations, are all part of the activities planned
for the weekend. A calypso review to be led by
Professor Gordon Rohlehr and a calypso extravagan-
za featuring songs from Montserrat’s past including
the work of Arrow, internationally recognized King of
Soca, will be part of the celebration of the word in its
many manifestations.

For more information visit www.litfest.ms.

Welcome Aboard!

In this issue of Compass we welcome new advertiser
Corion Boat Services of Carriacou, in the Market Place
section, pages 43 through 45. Good to have you with us!

Port Louis Marina — another great reason to visit Grenada
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Grenada remains one of the most unspoilt and welcoming cruising desfinations

in the Caribbean.

Now, with Port Louis, visiting yachts can enjoy the security and convenience

Port Louis is owned and operated by Camper & Nicholsons Marinas, and our friendly

and knowledgeable staff are on hand 24 hours a day fo welcome yachis of all sizes

from 20ft to 300ft.

of a beautifully appointed, fully serviced marina — located in the lagoon adjacent
to the island’s capital, St George's.

Grenada’s southern location allows for yearround cruising, including the summer months,
and with an international airport just five miles away, Port Louis is the ideal base for
exploring the wonderful islands of the Grenadines.

As a Port of Eniry, if's easy o clear in and out through Port Louis, and our 24-hour security,

dockside facilities and marina-wide wii all coniribute to making your siay safe and relaxed.

www.cnportlouismarina.com

For more information about securing a berth at Port Louis, including the opportunity
to purchase on a 30-year licence, please contact our Sales and Marketing Co-ordinator,
Danny Donelan on +1 (473) 435 7432 or email danny.donelan@cnportlouismarina.com

Port Louis Marina — just one more reason 1o visit the ‘Spice Island”.
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